memo oi' Conversation: i)r. Dan, 7 April lybb 
D. Ellsberg, 7 April lybb 

1. In a long conversation that- dealt mainly with long-ruxi 
problems anu pacification, Dax. Dan,fita.aexxfiaac£ Cnairman of 
the Cia Dinh provincial Council, made some comments on the 
immediate crisis and tne results of the meeting a day earlier 
oetween Xnieu and a group of notables and religious leaders, 
including Dan. (Since 1 don't Know Dan well yet and wish to 
estaolish a "non-reporterial” relationsnip with aim, 1 didn't 
press for details on these immediate events). 

2. Dan regards this (so far) as a "hopeful crisis,” taking 
comfort in the fact tnat a "agitation" has spread neither to 
tne southern provinces, Saigon (significantly), or to tne 
southern Buddhists, he is gratified by the flexibility shown 

oy ky, in not pressing ahead with force in Da hang and admitting 
that the situation was no so bad there as he said, aiid by the 
acceptance by Xnieu axxd "tne generals" of the proposals put 
forward—apparently, largely by Dan—in txxeir met tine,, he 
expects the crisis to settle dowxi essentially on the basis of 
tnese proposed arraxxgements. 

The scneme discussed at tne meeting was; (a) a reconvening 
of a similar, but expanded, meeting of religious ana political 
leaders rignt away—Dan suggested the coming Monday^--to work 
out arrangements for an interim "coxxsultative a s tro mo ly " and 
a schedule for elections xm to a "constitutional assembly" in 
five to seven months; (b) prompt completion axni axinouxice^ent 
of the results of txxis worming group—say, within a week, or by 
the following Mftnday-yincluding tne membersni|) of^ tne 
consultative assomoiyy (d) the consultative aes^arety would 
provide a forum, until elections, for the vaxious factions 
if "instead of maxing demonstrations," axxd would worx out details 
of tne election procedure and tne constitution (on wuich tnere 
woula oe a referendum); (cj tii& consitllative a&&enre£^ might 
consist naif of members oi provincial councils (named by the 
chairmen oi tne councils, wxxo were themselves elected to tnat 
post bj txieir councils), naif of representatives of religious, 
studexit, axa. iaxiax labor and political groups. 

4. Dan believed tile gexiexals accepted this sequence; he had 
urged oxi Tnieu very fast annouxxcemexxt of tne plaxi and a strict 
timetaole, and close adhereiice to the timetable, to combat public 
scepticism, he also taought the Buddhist leaders would accept 
it (he was somewhat vague as to how anu why disturoaiices would 
die aowx. in hue aim Da hang). Although some of the Buddhist 











ic 3 .U 0 is undoubtedly wanted complete control of the government, 
and also vanted to begin negotiations with tne NLF and a 
coalition—and some were probaoly M Communist-ins t .'ired"—it would 
be hard for tnem to reject this plan, even if it did not give 
them everything they wanted, si-nce it was so close to what they 
had been asking. 

5. Until elections were held—i.e., for the next five, six 
or seven months—Dan thought that "gv$ryone" (everyone at the 
recent meeting, and he thought, most leaders of all groups) 
would prefer to see the present military government remain. 

The generals were distrusted, but less tnan the politicians who 
might accept interim office*.and It was easier to believe of 
the general a ,than of civilian officeholders, that they accepted an 

interim role and did not aspire to manipulate the elections to 
ensure permanent office. 

6. Dan felt tnat the elections in May for the provincial 
councils would and should be held; M they will be a rehearsal 
foi ax the later elections for a consultative assembly," as 
would tnepublic referendum on tne proposed constitution. 

7. if the constitution were tne right sort—preferably a presidential 
%x system, ensuring stability of office for three or four years—— 
it would bring tne people confidence that the government would 
last, in contrast to recent years. Moreover, with a popular 
mandate, the government would have the self-confiidence and the 
justification police and army force to put down any 

disturbances that might arise, urilixe current military govern¬ 
ments. He even thought that a civilian government with a 
popular backing could bring discipline and better efficiency 
(through firing incompetent commanders) Ixaxxixxxxxxxxxi 
BBTVirfcq[ to the armed forces better tnan tne current regime 
ft -gaaiMgiii x tx*ax axyxBxx¥ixxBXKXjc*x (Comment: tais sounds xomewhat 
visionary, for the next couple of years at least). 












